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Large Breed Puppy Formulation

Dietary Considerations

¢ Energy — Meal-restricted feeding decreases frequency of orthopedic disease in large and
giant-breed puppies compared to ad libitum feeding.1
-Recommended that diets contain between 3,400 to 4,100 Calories/kg.2
* TRUVIDA diets range between 3,500 to 3,700 Calories/kg.
-Daily energy requirement (Calories) is suggested to be 70 x metabolic body weight (BW,
kg0.75) x a daily energy requirement factor of 2 to 2.5.2,3
* Our current starting point recommendation for all puppies is a factor of 2.1
-Important they maintain a body condition score close to a 4-5 on a 9-point scale

e Calcium & Phosphorus — Excess calcium, especially relative to phosphorus adversely
affects growth and skeletal formation.4
-NRC recommendation: 1.2 to 1.8% calcium; AAFCO recommendation: 1 to0 2.5%
calcium.

-Study reported that less than 0.9% or greater than 2.3% calcium in various breeds and
sizes caused poor growth.5

-Scientific data suggests that for large-breed puppies is 0.9 to 1.5% calcium and a ratio
of 1.1 to 1.5 calcium to phosphorus are safe.1,6
-TRUVIDA’s diets range from 1.2 to 1.5% calcium and ratios of calcium to phosphorus
1.2t01.5
* TRUVIDA diets with the lowest calcium are the Ocean fish and Salmon followed
by Chicken.
* Ocean fish and Salmon diets contain approximately 1.2% calcium and 1.25
calcium to phosphorus ratio.
+ A 50-50 blend of Ocean fish & Salmon - Chicken would contain approximately
1.3% calcium and a 1.3 calcium to phosphorus ratio as well as supply the fatty
acid DHA at 0.15% of the diet, which is crucial to the development of the retinal
and neural development in puppies.

TRUVIDA recommendation: Meal-feed any TRUVIDA diet over 2 to 4 meals per day. Use
Companion 1Q with body weight and body condition scoring monthly to adjust amount fed
to maintain a body condition score of 4 to 5 (most important variable to monitor; adjust

intakes up or down by 10%). Recommend feeding either an Ocean fish & Salmon or a 50-50
blend of Ocean fish & Salmon — Chicken.
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VERY THIN

Ribs, lumbar vertebrae, pelvic bones and
all bony prominences evident from a
distance. No discernible body fat.
Obvious loss of muscle mass.

Ribs easily palpated and may be
visible with no palpable fat. Tops of
lumbar vertebrae visible. Pelvic bones
becoming prominent. Obvious waist
and abdominal tuck.

IDEAL

Ribs palpable without excess fat
covering. Waist observed behind ribs
when viewed from above. Abdomen
tucked up when viewed from the side.

h §

Ribs palpable with slight excess fat
covering. Waist is discernible viewed
from above but is not prominent.
Abdominal tuck apparent.

Ribs not palpable under very heavy fat
cover, or palpable only with significant
pressure. Heavy fat deposits over
lumbar area and base of tail. Waist
absent. No abdominal tuck. Obvious
abdominal distention may be present.
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Table 1. General formula of large-breed puppy diet compared with
nonspecific pupy diets.

Nutrient Puppy Diets Large-breed puppy Diets
Protein, % 29 to 36 29 to 24

Fat, % 20 to 23 11to 16

Fiber, % 1.6to 4.4 2.4t05.6
Calcium, % 1.3t0 1.4 0.8to 1.4
Phosphorus, % 1.2 0.7 to 1.2

Ca:P ratio 1.1:1 1.1:1 to 1.3:1

Energy density, kcal/kg 3.8t0 4.5 3.4to 4.1

Adapted from Lauten (2006). Nutritional Risk to Large-Breed Dogs: From Weaning
to the Geriatric Years. Vet Clin. Small Anim. 36:1345-1359
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TRUVIDA Food within each series with the lowest calcium is Ocean fish & Salmon. Recommend feeding large breed puppies
either the Ocean fish & Salmon diet alone or as a 50-50 blend with Chicken. Feed at a daily rate of approximately 140-155

Calories multiplied by metabolic body weight (BW, kg0.75).
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TRUVIDA Food within each series with the lowest calcium is Ocean fish & Salmon. Recommend feeding large breed puppies
either the Ocean fish & Salmon diet alone or as a 50-50 blend with Chicken. Feed at a daily rate of approximately 140-155

Calories multiplied by metabolic body weight (BW, kg0.75).
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